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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: FPRO, EEC, XF 

SUB J : FCO ACCOUNTS OF EURO- ARAB DIALOGUE AT TUNIS 

REF: A) TUNIS 1054; B ) TUNIS 1 1 10; C) USEC BRUSSELS 
1435 

SUMMARY: FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF FCO PARTICIPANTS, THE 
EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE WENT RELATIVELY WELL FOR THE 
EUROPEAN SIDE. THE ARABS AS EXPECTED CONTINUED TO 
TRY TO INJECT A GREATER POLITICAL CONTENT INTO THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DOCUMENTATION CONCERNING THE ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUE. 

THE EUROPEANS, HOWEVER, REFUSED TO GO BEYOND 
COMMITMENTS ALREADY ENUNCIATED AS COMMON POSITIONS 
BY THE EC. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FCO OFFICERS WHO ACCOMPANIED FABER HAVE BRIEFED 
US ON EURO- ARAB MEETING, SUPPLEMENTING REPORTS 
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FROM EMBASSY TUNIS (REFS A AND B) AND USEC BRUSSELS 
(REF C). 

2. THE GENERAL ATMOSPHERE OF THE DIALOGUE AT THIS 
MEETING WAS MUCH FRIENDLIER THAN IT HAD BEEN AT 
LUXEMBOURG OR AT THE EARLIER MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE 
OF EXPERTS. THERE WAS NO CRISIS. KHELIL WAS VERY 
ANXIOUS TO MAKE A SUCCESS OF THE MEETING, AND WAS 
ABLE TO BE PARTICULARLY HELPFUL IN THIS RESPECT 
BECAUSE HE WAS THE FIRST ARAB CO-CHAIRMAN 
WHO UNDERSTOOD WHAT THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY CAN AND 
CANNOT DO IN THESE MEETINGS. THUS, THE EUROPEANS 
WERE NOT PRESSED AS HARD ON THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE 
AS THEY HAD BEEN AT LUXEMBOURG. HOWEVER, AS PART OF 
AN ATTEMPT TO PICK OVER POSITIONS TAKEN IN THE PAST 
BY INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE NINE, THE ARABS TOOK 
THE BRITISH TO TASK FOR THE RESTRICTIVE LANGUAGE IN 
THE BRITISH POLICY STATEMENT ON PALESTININANS 
DELIVERED BY UKUN AT THE UNGA LAST OCTOBER 5 (TEXT 
IN 76 LONDON 16139). THE ARABS COMPLAINED ABOUT 
THE FACT THAT THE SENTENCE "ONE ESSENTIAL ELEMENT 
IN A SETTLEMENT WILL BE A LAND FOR THE PALESTINIANS" 

WAS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWEDBY THE PHRASE "NOT 
NECESSARILY A SOVEREIGN STATE.” IN THE SUPPLEMENTARY 
EC DECLARATION, FABER RESPONDED THAT "IN THE DIALOGUE 
WE CAN ONLY TAKE ACCOUNT OF POSITIONS ADOPTED BY THE 
NINE AS SUCH," AND IN CORRIDOR CONVERSATIONS WITH 
THE ARABS THE BRITISH DELEGATES DEFENDED THE BRITISH 
UNGA STATEMENT. 
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3. THE ARABS IN OPENING DECLARATION ALSO REFERRED TO 
THE PRESS BRIEFING CONDUCTED BY CROSLAND AFTER THE 
EC FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING JANUARY 31, IN WHICH 

HE SAID THAT THE POLITICAL ASPECTS OF A MIDDLE EAST 
SETTLEMENT ARE NOT PROPERLY WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THE 
DIALOGUE (LONDON 1800). THE ARABS ASKED IF THIS 
MEANT THAT THE EC WAS RENEGING ON ITS COMMITMENT TO 
EXCHANGE POLITICAL VIEWS AT THE DIALOGUE. HOWEVER, 
ACCORDING TO FCO OFFICER BLATHERWICK, FABER'S 
SUPPLEMENTARY DECLARATION CLEARED THIS UP TO SUCH A 
DEGREE THAT THE ARABS WERE SOOTHED. 

4. DURING THE CONFERENCE, ACCORDING TO BLATHERWICK, 
THE ARABS PUT FORWARD SEVERAL PROPOSALS FOR 
POLITICAL ACTION IN SUPPORT OF THE PALESTINIANS, 
INCLUDING EC RECOGNITION OF THE PLO, AND A COMMITMENT 
BY THE EC TO TAKE PRACTICAL MEASURES ABOUT THE 
ISRAELI OCCUPATION OF ARAB TERRITORIES AND IN 
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SUPPORT OF PRINCIPLES ENUNCIATED BY THE EC. THE 
EC WOULD AGREE ONLY TO EXPRESS ITS "CONCERN OVER 
THE CONTINUED ISRAELI OCCUPATION" IN PARA 9 OF THE 
COMMUNIQUE. DURING THE MEETINGS OF THE RESTRICTED 
COMMUNIQUE DRAFTING GROUP, CONSISTING OF FOUR OR FIVE 
EC REPS AND A DOZEN ARAB REPS, PLO REPRESENTATIVE 
DAJANI IN PARTICULAR CRITICIZED THE EC MEMBERS FOR 
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THEIR STATEMENTS ON THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE AND NON- 
RECOGNITION OF THE PLO. THE EC SPOKESMEN REITERATED 
THEY COULD NOT COMMENT ON POLITICAL MATTERS ON 
WHICH THE EC DID NOT HAVE A COMMON POSITION. 

5. MAIN DIFFICULTIES FOR THE EUROPEANS IN DRAFTING 
THE COMMUNIQUE, SAID BLATHERWICK, WERE THE ARAB 
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ATTEMPTS TO PERSUADE THE EC TO STRENGTHEN THE 
LANGUAGE ON PALESTINIAN RIGHTS IN PARA 8 AND ON THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ISRAELI OCCUPATION SO AS TO CHARACTERIZE IT AS A 
THREAT TO PEACE. CONTENTIOUS ITEMS IN WHICH THE EC 
COULD NOT ACCEPT ARAB LANGUAGE WERE RESOLVED BY 
STATEMENTS LED BY PHRASES SUCH AS "THE EUROPEAN 
SIDE EXPRESSED." LANGUAGE FOLLOWING THE PHRASE 
"BOTH SIDES AGREED" HAD BEEN "WATERED." 

6. BLATHER WICK CONFIRMED THAT THE IRAQUIS HELD UP 
THE ISSUANCE OF THE COMMUNIQUE ALL NIGHT (REF B ). 

THE EGYPTIANS AND EUROPEANS HAD AGREED TO THE PHRASE 
"STRESSED THE NEED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENT 
FAVORABLE ATMOSPHERE TO LAUNCH NEW EFFORTS TO REACH 
A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT." THE IRAQUIS THEN OBJECTED, 
AND THE ARAB MEMBERS OF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE 
THEREUPON WITHDREW TO ANOTHER ROOM, WHENCE THE 
EUROPEAN DRAFTERS COULD HEAR THEM "YELLING ALL 
NIGHT." 

7. WE UNDERSTAND THE TEXTS OF THE OPENING AND 
SUPPLEMENTARY DECLARATIONS HAVE BEEN POUCHED BY 
EMBASSY TUNIS AND/OR USEC BRUSSELS. 

ARMSTRONG 
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